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amily history and genealogy are now
one of the most popular hobbies and
pastimes in the UK. It used to require
a lot of leisure time to visit the
General Register Office and plough
through the indexes to births, marriages

and deaths, traw] through census retumns in The
Mational Archives, or undertake research in record
offices, but it is now eagy to begin research online
and you can find a lot of information about yeur
ancestors very quickly. In the past few years more
and more records have been indexed and made
searchable online, and many records can now be
accessed in the form of digital images.
Family history is the natural extension o
genealogy, or the study of lines of descent and
pedigrees, which are the basic details of names, dates
and relationships making up a family tree. Family
history goes further placing your ancestors into an
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bring histary to life for everyone.

It cannot all be done online, however. You need to
begin at home with you and your immediate family
and then the extended family, drawing up a basic
family tree with dates of births, marriages and, where
known, deaths. Question all the family members you
can; it is even a good idea to draw up a questionnaire
LR : | with a standard set of questions, especially for family
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members who live miles away. Ask for access to any
family papers especially birth, marriage and death

certificates, school repors, certificates, letters, copies
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of wills, photegraph albums and if cne exists the old
family bible. Cmee you have a basic tree and dates 1o
go on, vou can apply for other birth, marriage and
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death certificates for earlier generations and access the
census returns enline to establish Family groups,
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relationships, ages and places of birth
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BIRTH, MARRIAGE AND DEATH
CERTIFICATES

Civil or staputory registration of births, marriages and
deaths began in England and Wales from 1 July 1837.
The records are held by the General Register Office
(RO for England and Wales, which is pam of the
Office for Mational Statistics (ONS). They are in the
process of being digitised, but are not yet available
cnline, Microfiche copies of the GRO indexes are
available online and many ather country record offices
and libraries. Civil or statutory registration in Scotland
began from 1 Januany 1855 and you can search and
arder certificates on the Scotland's People website and
in Ireland registration began from 1 January 1864 and
records are held by the General Register Office of
Ireland (except for Northem Ireland from 1922) and the
Ceneral Register Office of Morthem Ireland,

CEMNSUS RETURNS

There has been a census in the UK every ten years
from 1801, with the exception of 1941 during the
Second World War. Censuses are usually opened >

Useful Websites
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100 vears after they are ken (1o protect the
confidentiality of the respondent) so the census
returns taken up to 1901 are now all available to use,
The earier censuses were mainly statistical, but from
1841 the names of every individual are recorded, and
from 1851 specific relationships, exact ages and
places of birth. The census retums for England and
Wales, the Channel [slands and the [sle of Man from
1841 to 1901 can be accessed through a vanety of
genealogical websites (see The National Archives
wiebsite for details), Census returns for Scotland from
1841 to 1901 are available on the Scotland’s Feople
website. Unfortunately most of the nineteenth
century retumns for Ireland no longer survive, but the
1901 and 1911 retems are held by the National
Archives of Ireland, who are in the process of
digitising them. We are currently in the process of
digitising the 1911 census, which we hope to

open parts of in early 2009, with full

opening in 2011.

Wills are also a Fantastic
source of information an
family history. All wills
granted probate and

letrers of administration in

England and Wales from 1858

are held by the Principal Registry of

the Family Division in London, where
you can access them in the Probate Search

Reom. Alternatively, you can obtain copies

of wills and admindstration grants by post from the
Court Service, York Frobate Sub-Registry in York,
The National Frobate Calendar covering 1858 to
1943 can be consulted in many archives and lbraries.
Before 1858 wills and lerters of administration were
granted in one of a number of church courts, the
court usually depending on where the deceased left
property. The National Archives holds the records of
the senfor court for England and Wales the
Prerogative Coun of Canterbury, and the Borthwick
Institute holds the records of the Prerogative Court of
York. The records of Bishops and Archdeacons’
courts are held locally in diocesan and county

record offices.

Farish Registers can also be invaluable, Creared by
order of Thomas Cromwell in 1532 these are the
records of baptisms, marriages and burials, which are
the primary source for tracing ancestors before civil
registration in 1837 (and they continue to the present
day). Unfertunately not all registers survive from this
dare. Early registers will have been last, there will be
gaps, and during the civil wars and interregnum
between 1642 and 1660 many parishes were without
properly kepe records. It is really a matter of luck
which parish or parishes your ancestors lived in, and
whether you can trace them back to the sixteenth
century or only the eighteenth. There are other
parish records, where they survive, that can be
consulted for additional information on your
ancestors; vestry minutes, churchwardens’ accounts,
and the overseers of the poor accounts,

Migration is also a key facvor. Britain is a nation of
immigrants from earliest times to the present day
and there are many records that can help trace
immigrant ancestry, including alien registration and
naturalisation records held in The National Archives,
Consult the Moving Here website for information on
tracing immigrants and migrants aver the last 200
years.

It is always worth joining your local family
history society for help and advice. There are county,
regional and some intemational societies. [f you have
moved away from where your ancestors lived >
- = =

S Emran

ST YOUR ABCISTONEL. Llaky TR Lhomagd
] =

= o =
=

IO RNy S ——— e ———

S ——

Above: The homepage of Ancestry.couk'’s wiebsite



FAMILY HISTORY

join the society covering the area or county from
which they came. Family history societies have lots
of local resources, county indexes and databases
you can use for your own research. Local
knowledge and advice from other members is
often extremely helpful.

And finally, there are also pitfalls to avoid! Treat
all Eamily stories with an open mind and look for
documentary evidence before you trear them as fact.
Also be prepared for family skeletons. lllegitimacy
was much more common than people realise. You
may well discover criminal ancestors and in some
cases disturbing events. People need to be putin
their historical context, so keep an open mind and be

sensitive to the feelings of other family members.
It iz the discovery of the unknown, good or bad,

rich er poor that makes family history so fascinating
and addictive. B Abave: This Family Tres and others like it ane svailable from s iamilybookshop.coouk

Start Your Family Tree
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N A Family Name In Print

g?lezg::nﬁnamlnpllmm.uk £ you feel inspired to start researching your famihy

www.afamilynameinprint.co.uk histary, the businesses below will be able to help
you en your journey whether you're looking for hints

u..lm';:m . and tips on how to start, hew to find your family's

sales@memoryboxes.co.uk armorial history, something safe to keep your family

wrwrw memaryhenes. co.uk mementoes stored in or even if you want someone
else to research vour family history for you,

;w As the leading family history website Ancestry.

angela@iamilyfolios.co.uk co.uk has helped millions of people discover their

o LA LT LS family history thanks to their extensive record

® Family Tree Magazine Below: Recent issues collections and easy-to-use tree building tools.

The Waorlds Best Selling British of Family Tree Ancestry.co.uk has the largest callection of UK family

Genealogical Publication ke records an the web including the complete England,

T Scotland and Wales censuses, the English and Welsh
Birth, Marriage and Death Indexes from 1837-2005

M National Archives and British Army Waorld War One Pension records, as

wml " = well as much more.

To get started with Ancestry’s quick and easy tree
u FindMyPast.com building wizard just fill in as many names and details
ﬁ}mﬁﬁ?ﬂ e as you can and Ancestry.co.uk will automatically
wesia Ty search through their records to find potential matches

with people in your tree, Take out a 30 day free trial
B Ancestry.co.uk and you will be able to view the record and, if it's a
ﬂ!ﬁ ml A match, attach it to your family tee.

Findmyrpast.com also provides essential resources
= Family Traits for researching your family history; sore 500 million
:?;P:i;mmiﬂrdm.cn.uk UK records spanning 350 years, These include
wwrw. familytraits.co.uk complete birth, marriage and death indexes for

England and Wales from 1837 to 2005, Victorian
mwm censuses, military records and long-distance passenger
www familyhistorymonthly.com lists, among others. You can download, save and print

high quality scanned images of original historical =
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documents - some in magnificent copperplate
handwriting. Guidance for the beginner includes a
‘Help & Advice' section, search tips on every dataset
and historical background on the original reconds,
The site provides free online access to family tree

software and customers can sign up to receive
newsletters for the latest tips, advice and details of
special offers.

Choose from pay-per-view units or one of the
cost-effective subscriptions giving you a year's
unlimited access to certain records,

Eamily Tree Magazine is a great read and brings
readers the past, the records and the websites for
your family history. Each month the magazine is
packed with expert and fascinating advice to help you
learn about your ancestors.

With Family Tree Magazine you can discover a
wealth of material available to Family historians, both
orline and in numercus archives and will guide you
to all the relevant sources of infermation and records
to find your family from the past.

With exxpert tips, readers’ experiences and
thoroughly researched advice, the magazine
provides the key building blocks to create your
family tree and social history articles will help
you put your family history in context.
The magazine explains family history
research in simple terms for the beginner,
and tackles more complex subjects and
documents for the more experienced
researcher; it is the essential tool for every
genealogist. Family Tree Magazine is about
helping you find your ancestors, which is
why it has been the world's best selling
British family history magazine for more
than 20 years.
Researching your family tree can be a
fascinating and absorbing hobby, but

many people wha would like to know about their
ancestors simply don't have the time to devote to it.
Angela Aldam of Family Folios has 15 years’
expenence in genealogy and many more as a
professional information researcher and editor and
she will produce a carefully researched book detailing
several generations of your selected ancestral line in
England, usually back into the late 1700s, The boak
will include relevant illustrations and printouts and
transcripts from the original sources used, as well as a
discussion of the origin and distribution of the
sumame. To complete the package there will be
artractive family tree diagrams and a CD containing a
detailed browser-friendly version of the data. The
high standard of presentation makes this an ideal and
unique gift. Vouchers are also available,

Por a souvenir of your family history visic A
Family Mame in Print who, along with armourial
histories of your name, also sell shiclds, paperweights
and blazer badges relating to a family crest.

A Family Name in Print has been operating now
for over 10 years and the database has over 550,000
family sumames and 350,000 family crest/coars of
arms, all of which have been fully researched world
wide for accuracy. Additional names and nationalities
are being continually updated and added to the
database.

Researchers have been paying meticulous
attention to producing sumame histories and heraldic
armwork and accurate texts and registers from all over
the world have been collected to make the source
library. All of the histories are in Englich and many
now can be printed in French or Spanish.

The Sumame history includes the first recorded
instance of the name, often year 1100 AD or earlier,
erymology of the name, variations of the spelling,
branches, castles, nobility etc. Flus past and present
notables, frst Coats of Arms, crests and mottos
associated with the name.

As you compile yvour family history, you will
COfMe across precious items and family mementoes
that you will want to keep safe. It has become very
impaortant, in this increasinghy digital and wvirtual
weorld, that we seek to preserve those keepsakes and
mementoes that are the unique markers of our social
and family histories. By utilising proven means and
methods of conservation Memary Boxes of
Mettingharn will be able to successfully protect your
precious collections and heirlooms for the future,
Memory Boses believe that by offering a range of
museumn quality eonservation products to home
historians and private collectors they will all be able
tor contribute to the vital task of safeguarding a record
of past lives For the enrichment and enjoyment of
those generations to come. B

For specialist books: www.bookbaskel.co.uk




